
 

 

Unit 7:  Assessment 
 
Understanding the nature and extent of the learning crisis requires reliable and valid 
assessment of learning outcomes.  In recent years much progress has been made in 
terms of extending large-scale internationally comparable assessment exercises as well 
as in improving national and local assessment exercises in many LMI contexts.  Much 
controversy however surrounds the question of how to measure progress towards 
SDG4 and how to measure progress with respect to alleviating the learning crisis.   
 

• Large scale international assessments (e.g. PISA and PISA for Development) 
• Regional assessments (e.g. PASEC) 
• National educational assessments (e.g. NAS India) 
• Citizen-led assessments (e.g. ASER) 
• Other ‘shorter quicker cheaper’ types of assessments e.g. used in programme 

evaluations 
• Broader indicator approaches such as the World Bank’s Human Capital Index 

 
After completing the unit, students should:  

• Know and understand the key learning assessments which inform the learning 
crisis and SDG4 

• Understand the strengths and weaknesses of various types of large-scale 
assessments  

• Understand and be able to evaluate various assessment exercises in terms of 
their purpose(s) including in relations to any tensions and incoherences which 
arise from multiple purposes 

• Be able to discuss the potential role of large-scale assessments in informing 
education systems reforms 
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